Dear Work Experience 2010 Participants,

CCUSA was recently invited to attend a meeting concerning the Summer Work and Travel program by the Department of State. The meeting was hosted by both the ECA (the division of State that oversees the J-1 programs) and Consular Affairs (which oversees the visa process).

 
The main tone of the meetings and presentations was to emphasize the cultural exchange aspect of the program.  When asked about the US economy, the answer was that this will be a difficult year with unemployment rates so high.  They warned us that we, the government and the participants will probably be questioned why the participants are in the US if so many Americans are looking for jobs. They wanted us, our recruiters and participants to remember that this is NOT a money making program but an opportunity to get to know America, by working side by side with Americans and traveling.  They asked that all participants come prepared mentally and financially for the economic and job situation in the US.  They VERY strongly encouraged that participants have jobs PRIOR to arrival. This is especially true for first-timers.   They will have to wait for their Social Security number and the vast majority of employers will NOT hire without a SS number.

 
While they were encouraging and obviously believe in the program, they were also clear that no sponsor should bring in participants who are not prepared for the reality of the economic situation in the US. Thus, CCUSA does not recommend that anyone enter the US without a job offer prior to coming to the USA. This is going to be a challenging year for everyone and we want to prepare every student who comes on the WEUSA program.

 
Any participant who elects to come without a job must come with sufficient funds to support themselves.   No student should come with less than $1500.

  
Overall, the tone of the meeting was very supportive and encouraging about the summer work/travel program.  It is seen as an excellent “first” program which achieves the public diplomacy and cultural exchange goals set for J1 programs.  We, of course, all see the amazing benefits of this program and that culturally we really do take small steps to change the world.   

 
Thank you for your time, 

CCUSA

